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The title is, in a way, misleading. Time is the main character of “First of all, Felicia”.
Secret, discrete or continuous and certainly elusive. It serves as a quiet frame for
all our major choices, dissects through memories, blurs understanding and fiercely
fuels our anger. I witnessed many times people close to each other trying to overcome the gap put in between them by time (space doesn’t matter, really) and their
torment broke my heart. They were debating old choices and irreversible consequences as if there was still a possibility to take them back. They were doing this
with a violence that endangered the very love they were looking for. I did the same,
myself, many times. We tried, in “Felicia”, to manipulate time through any means
available, in order to show the underpinnings of emotions. There is no coldness in
this approach, just the due amount of stupor and awe. Rǎzvan Rǎdulescu
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Parents and their grown-up children attract and repulse each other like magnets:
even though they can’t find in their relation love and happiness to the full extent,
there is always a longing for precisely that. We’ve asked ourselves: How come what
one mean to be a loving gesture isn’t perceived by the other as such? There is a
chronical sense of failure in how the communication codes go different for both
parties involved. I am fascinated by this fight for affection, powered by inner strife
and melancholy – it has a touch of heroism. Melissa de Raaf
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RǍZVAN RǍDULESCU DIRECTOR

In a time of no-thrill traveling, where taking a plane is like taking the bus, and in a
culture that supports us to find our place everywhere under the sun, FIRST OF ALL,
FELICIA talks about the alienated condition of a 40 year old woman who believed to
have followed her passion and now doesn’t know anymore where she belongs.

Rǎzvan Rǎdulescu studied Literature and Opera Directing in Bucharest. He wrote two
novels and worked as an art director for magazines. In 1999 he started to write for
films, among which the award wining “Stuff and Dough” (Cristi Puiu), “Niki and
Flo”(Lucian Pintilie), “The Paper will be Blue” and “Boogie” (Radu Muntean) and the
internationally acclaimed “The Death of Mr. Lazarescu” (Cristi Puiu). He also worked
as a script consultant for Cristian Mungiu’s “4 Months, 3 Weeks, 2 Days”.

We are on Felicia’s departure day (after the two week annual visit to her family in
Bucharest): Felicia starts packing too late, mother offers an elaborate breakfast,
and father fears that he will not live another year to see his daughter again. As time
is tight, they decide to take a cab, instead of letting Iulia drive her older sister to
the airport.
As the taxi drives through the jammed streets of Bucharest, Felicia and her mother
realize they will never be in time for the flight.
While trying to rebook her ticket, Felicia is confronted with her two families (her exhusband, expecting her to come back in time in order to pick up their child from a
summer camp - and her father and sister, who are both trying to be helpful in their
peculiar ways). All this, and the disrupted communication with her mother, slowly
reveal the ordeal Felicia had to go through in the last 19 years of separation from
her family. It is apparently about love, unspoken feelings, but also about power
games and edges.
In order to choose between the many options she has to fly back, Felicia has to balance properly her budget, her comfort, her responsibility towards her son, her time
and her unspoken wish to stay one more day at home.
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MELISSA DE RAAF DIRECTOR
Melissa de Raaf currently studies art theory, philosophy and media art at the Hochschule für Gestaltung Karlsruhe, Germany. She is an independent curator of experimental film programs and exhibitions in the Netherlands, Germany and Russia and
she cooperates with visual artists, film- and documentary-makers on productions as
writer and director. She wrote several scripts (“Shelter”, directed by Dragomir
Sholev, “Clean”, directed by Sylvie Michel Cassey).
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