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When three forty-something siblings in Istanbul receive a call one night that their aging mother has disappeared from
her home at the Western Black Sea Coast of Turkey, the three set out to find her, momentarily setting aside their
problems. As the siblings come together, the tensions between them quickly become apparent, like the Pandora’s box
spilling open. They come to realize that they are very ignorant about each other. And in the process, they are forced
to reflect on their own shortcomings.

Synopsis
Early hours of the morning. In one of the mountain villages of western Black Sea region, on top of a hill, a
wooden countryhouse overlooks a deep valley. An old
woman, Nusret Hanim, shuffles the rose hips while watching the colors of the autumn. Then, the look in her face
changes suddenly. Her gazes become totally vacant. Red
rose-hip grains in her hand just scatter around. Then, she
disappears.
Her daughter Nesrin and her husband Faruk in Istanbul,
receive news of Nusret’s disappearance. Distraught, Nesrin phones her siblings, Güzin and Mehmet. The three set
out for the Black Sea in hope of finding their mother, but
along the way they get caught up in their unresolved disputes and grief.
After several days of searching for their mother, they find
her unconscious in the forest. The siblings decide to whisk
her back to Istanbul with them. But once Nusret arrives to
the city, she starts acting strange. They soon discover that
she has Alzheimer’s disease and they must learn to cope
with it. Having to deal with their sick mother forces them
to take a serious look at themselves; something that leads
to unexpected results.

Because of the disease, Nusret demonstrates her own sordidness without hesitation, but she also shows profound
insight into human nature. She occasionally comes back
to the real world with a very clear mind and at those
times, the siblings witness precious truths coming from
their senile mother.
Nesrin’s rebellious son Murat, who lives with his uncle
Mehmet without his parents’ notion, meets his grandmother for the very first time in his life. He is in quest of
something different from what his mother wants him to do
and tries to escape from the pressure imposed by his parents. Instead, he is now roaming around the city with his
grandmother, ultimately sneaking her out of the institution
where her daughters have committed her.

Nesrin and Güzin have lived their unexciting lives as if
being carried on a conveyor belt. They are both busy
earning their living and dealing with their relationships,
and in Nesrin’s case, her semi-estranged son. But when
both daughters come face to face with their mother’s illness and her impending death, their whole lives are disrupted. They realize how empty their lives are. By accepting their mother’s regression, the three siblings somehow
gather the courage to go on living with new perspectives:
Nesrin lets go of her son; Güzin ends her meaningless
relationship, and Mehmet puts his criticism of everything
and everyone behind.
It is then Murat who leads Nusret back to her home on
the Black Sea, which she is desperate to return to, to care
for her beehives. Her house in the mountains is the place
where she wants to be “released”. Perhaps she also
wants to go back to the peaceful place where she can
die, once she is ready to do so.

Director’s Comment
Pandora’s Box is a story of alienation and isolation. It is
a story of individuals whose lives have been shaped by a
sterile middle-class morality. It is a story that many people, in developing and/or developed countries touched
by the inevitable combination of capitalism and modernity, can identify with. It is a kind of human landscape,
both universal and singular at the same time …
Modern individuals
Lost idealism that is insidiously replaced by conformism.
Elitist intellectuals whose living space has been narrowed
because of their concessions to the status quo and to the
slick politics that are strangers to reality. Contemptuous
attitude towards “other people”, prejudices, hypocrisy.
Depressions, escapism, nihilism. Class differences and
class conflicts. False relationships. Lack of communication. Sense of guilt. Fear and loneliness … In short, everything pertaining to modern individuals is hidden in this
Pandora’s Box.
Our story begins with the every day life in the center of
Istanbul, a city in which the very modern and the very
traditional, in every sense of the word, are completely
intertwined. And then the story continues on through the

journey of three people to the western part of the Black
Sea region, which is characterized by coal mines and a
working class way of life. This journey turns into an inner
journey where the three protagonists sort out the conflicts
long-kept in their subconscious, and confront the reality
of themselves.
The cast consists of professional actors and ordinary
local people.
Visual Concept
The dramatic structure of the story aims to delve into the
inner worlds of the protagonists and is reinforced by the
landscape images that pass by them, which mirror the
psychological states of the characters … After the images
of the big metropolitan town, we see desolate country
landscapes as well as some details of ordinary but innocent small life in the countryside. Maybe it is these details
that lead our protagonists to unravel the problems that
they have always been trying to cover up.
The tone is a poetic narration, created by the details
of the real places and real lives that are much richer than
our imagination.
Yeşim Ustaoğlu
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After making several award-winning shorts in Turkey,
Yeşim Ustaoğlu made her feature film debut with 1994’s
THE TRACE (IZ). The film was presented at numerous
international festivals, including Moscow and Gotenburg.
Yeşim Ustaoğlu received international recognition for her
1999 film, JOURNEY TO THE SUN. In competition at the
Berlin Film Festival, JOURNEY TO THE SUN received the
Blue Angel Award (Best European Film) and the Peace
Prize. The moving story of a courageous friendship undaunted by political cruelty, JOURNEY TO THE SUN
swept the Istanbul Festival by winning Best Film, Best
Director, the FIPRESCI Prize and the Audience Award.
WAITING FOR THE CLOUDS was awarded NHK Sundance-International Filmmaker’s award, 2003 and the
DAAD scholarship (The foundation of the German Academic Exchange Service), Artists in Berlin program, to
write her new script WAITING FOR THE CLOUDS, the
story of a woman forced to live for 50 years with the
haunting secrets of a hidden identity.
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