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SYNOPSIS

Successful TV producer Rainer has it all: big salary, luxurious penthouse, high life,
hot car, even hotter girlfriend. The 30-something go-getter has reached the top by
creating TV shows of the most stupid and vulgar kind. In his latest hit, a man
gets the privilege of fathering a woman’s child if his spermatozoid wins a micro-
scopic race to fertilize an ovum!

One day, mysterious young woman Pegah vengefully drives full speed into Rainer’s
car. After this near-death experience, Rainer has a major change of heart and
decides to produce a thought-provoking news show for his station’s prime-time
lineup. Devastated by the show’'s poor ratings, Rainer quits his job and embarks on
an investigation of the audience measurement system that keeps intelligence-
insulting programs at Number One.

Teaming up with the beautiful Pegah and a gang of unemployed social misfits, Rainer
sets out to prove that a conspiracy surrounds the boxes used in select households
to estimate audience percentage. Determined to fight television’s dumbing down
of society, Rainer and his new friends eventually go all the way with an intricate and
ingenious plan to get the public interested in quality cultural programs. But the
station execs who live off audience hunger for brainless TV are not willing to give
up what they have ruthlessly built over the years ...
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HANS WEINGARTNER
DIRECTOR AND WRITER

Hans Weingartner strives for democracy as well as humour and positive thinking in
his filmmaking. His popular second feature, THE EDUKATORS, was a 2004 Cannes
competition entry and was later named Best First Feature by the German Film
Critics Association. Weingartner's acclaimed 2001 debut, THE WHITE SOUND, won
the prestigious Max Ophiils Prize and was named Best First Feature by the German
Film Critics, as well as winning numerous awards for actor Daniel Briihl in the
leading role as a young schizophrenic.

Austrian-born Weingartner studied neuroscience at the University of Vienna and
graduated from the neurosurgical department at the University of Berlin’s Steglitz
Clinic. During his studies (1991-97), Weingartner also began working as a camera
assistant. He did his post-graduate studies (1997-2001) in filmmaking at Cologne’s
Academy of Media Arts (KHM).

2007 RECLAIM YOUR BRAIN (Free Rainer) /2004 THE EDUKATORS (Die fetten
Jahre sind vorbei) / 2001 THE WHITE SOUND (Das weiRe Rauschen)

“Our society is drifting apart. It seems like only the elite have access to knowledge
and education, while the masses are dumbed down and kept quiet with trash TV.
The ever-successful ‘panem et circense’ game has reached a dangerous level.
People who are kept stupid are an easy target for populist rat-catchers that offer
easy solutions. But true democracy is based on well informed, thinking individuals.
I made RECLAIM YOUR BRAIN as a wake-up call for human values based on sensi-
tivity, insight and consideration. It is not intended to be a lecture, but a thriller
with a lot of humor. Isitreal? Or is it a satire? What is real anyway? | think that we
need to mingle genres; we need to blur borders.”
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MORITZ BLEIBTREU
AS RAINER

Already one of Germany's biggest stars, Moritz Bleibtreu first received international
attention for his leading role in Tom Tykwer’s RUN LOLA RUN. For his role as the
sexually obsessed Bruno in Oskar Roehler's ELEMENTARY PARTICLES, Bleibtreu
received Best Actor prizes at the German Film Awards and the 2006 Berlin Film
Festival. Bleibtreu won much acclaim, as well as Best Actor prizes at the German
Film Awards and the Seattle Film Festival, for his role as the troublemaking prisoner
in Oliver Hirschbiegel’'s DAS EXPERIMENT.

Bleibtreu made his stage debutin 1992 at Hamburg's prestigious Schauspielhaus
after studying acting in Rome, Paris and New York. Born in 1971, he is the son

of actress Monica Bleibtreu and actor Hans Brenner. As a child, he appeared in
several TV productions.

MORITZ BLEIBTREU
ON RAINER

“Raineris a character thatin the beginning of the film is failing more or less himself.
Deep inside, he probably knows exactly that everything he is doing is bullshit. But
he convinces himself otherwise. He justifies everything he does. He knocks him-
self out with all of kinds of diversions: drugs, women, alcohol. But he is actually at
the pointin life where he doesn’t question anything anymore — not himself, not his
actions. Through the accident, by chance, he starts thinking about himself and
others for the first time in his life. He goes through a radical change and begins to
be interested in a lot of things that he didn’t care for before at all.”




MORITZ BLEIBTREU
SELECTED FILMOGRAPHY

2007 THE WALKER (DIR. PAUL SCHRADER )
2007 LA MASSERIA DELLE ALLODOLE (THE LARK FARM)
(DIR. VITTORIO & PAOLO TAVIANI)
2006 LE CONCILE DE PIERRE (DIR. GUILLAUME NICLOUX)
2006 ELEMENTARY PARTICLES (ELEMENTARTEILCHEN) (DIR. 0SKAR ROEHLER)
2005 MUNICH (DIR. STEVEN SPIELBERG)
2005 VOM SUCHEN UND FINDEN DER LIEBE (DIR. HELMUT DIETL)
2005 THE KEEPER (DIR. KAYVAN MASHAYEKH)
2004 THE FAKIR (DIR. PETER FLINTH)
2004 AGNES AND HIS BROTHERS (DIR. 0SKAR ROEHLER)
2002 SOLINO (DIR. FATIH AKIN)
2001 LAMMBOCK (DIR. CHRISTIAN ZUBERT)
2001 TAKING SIDES (DIR. ISTVAN SZABO)
2001 DAS EXPERIMENT (DIR. OLIVER HIRSCHBIEGEL)
2000 FANDANGO (DIR. MATTHIAS GLASNER)
2000 IN JULY (DIR. FATIH AKIN)
1999 LUNA PAPA (DIR. BAKHTJAR CHUDOJNAZAROW)
1998 RUN LOLA RUN (DIR. TOM TYKWER)
1997 KNOCKIN" ON HEAVEN'S DOOR (DIR. THOMAS JAHN)
1995 TALK OF THE TOWN (STADTGESPRACH) (DIR. RAINER KAUFMANN)
1994 SIMPLY LOVE (EINFACH NUR LIEBE) (DIR. PETER TIMM)
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